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A series of three preliminary studies traces a variety of concepts and practices involved 
in the building of global material flows. These studies aim to outline a methodology for 
the analysis of logistics as a linking tool for modern societies. 
The first study is dedicated to the history of pallets. Pallets are a material icon of con-
temporary society and a basic unit of material handling on a large scale. The study focu-
ses on the rise and limits of global standards and the conflicting strategies of the United 
States and Europe since World War II. A second study explores the perspectives of the 
methodology of the History of Science for Economic History. It analyses how logistics as 
an idea emerged, travelled and changed between military and various scientific discipli-
nes. A third study focuses on the complex complementary correlations between material 
and information flows. Exploring the workings of paperwork this study analyses the cul-
tural background and social use of shipping documents, tags and imprints on transport 
packaging. 


